Guitarist Bobby B. Keyes defines our American musical heritage by blending rhythm & blues, country, jazz, rock, pop and swing. His guitar playing is inspired and passionate, his musical taste is exquisite, and his sound is clean and refreshing.
Bobby Keyes pays homage to the musical styles of Les Paul, Chet Atkins and Django Reinhardt and updates them for a new generation. If you've ever picked up a guitar, or ever dreamed of playing one, then pick up the Lucky Stereo CD. You won't hear it elsewhere, and you'll want to hear it again. This is a CD for all music lovers and a must for all musicians. Lucky Stereo evolved from the collaboration between Bobby Keyes and bass player, Sean Hurley, who have worked together on numerous projects over the past five years, both live on stage and in the recording studio. Sean is also a member of the modern rock group, Vertical Horizon, whose first CD on RCA Records was certified gold in March, 2000.
Blues Access #42 / Summer 2000
Wow! One of the finest - if not the finest - guitar albums I've heard in a while. Bobby Keyes on guitar leads his trio of Craig Macintyre on drums and Sean Hurley on bass through 12 dazzling instrumental pieces. Not since the Chet Atkins/Mark Knopfler duo CD have I heard such pristine guitar work. A MUST HAVE for guitarists.

The Boston Phoenix July 7, 2000
Led by Guitarist Bobby B. Keyes, this Boston area instrumental trio straddle rock, country, jazz and blues with élan on their excellent debut. Keyes has a big voice as a guitarist. Not only is he versatile, he evokes an entire era of classic playing with his careful but generous use of reverb and vibrato on tunes like "Roll The Dice." He's also capable of reimagining a chestnut like Duke Ellington's "Caravan" as something Speedy West might have played on the Grand Ole Opry stage. 

Lucky Stereo has a lot in common with former Peter Wolf guitarist Johnny A's Bam-Boom Ensemble: they share not only drummer Craig Macintyre but the kind of singing melodies that boost guitar instrumentals into the realm of pop. The difference is that Keyes writes consistently from the perspective of an American roots musician, whereas A also leads his group through Jeff Beck-influenced power blues rock, fusion and the like. Yet there's nothing akin to Keyes's strong-blooded Latin-jazz arrangement of the big-band chestnut "Nightingale" on A's Sometime Tuesday Morning. A club bill of Keyes's outfit and A's would be guitarhead nirvana. 

-- Ted Drozdowski

